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PREFACE. 


I THINK it neeeſſary to premiſe, that the fol- 
lowing work does not contain any arguments 
for or againſt an Union; that ſubject has been 
already ſo copiouſly and prematurely diſcuſſed, 
as to become worn out and trite, even before 
the queſtion is known, or has been propoun- 
ded : So that we may find the common adage - 
| 2 and ſee a mew friend with an o/d 
ace. 


The Memoire of Mr. M*Kenna, under the 
pretext of treating of ſome queſtions, reſpect- 
ing the Union, is, in reality, a Catholic Ma- 
nifeſto, denouncing the Orangemen, as ene- 
mies to the Catholic cauſe, monopoliſts, and 
_ diſturbers of the public peace. The gauntlet 

thrown down with ſuch fierce defiance, I have 
taken up. The object of theſe ſheets is, to 
refute theſe weighty charges, and rebut the 

| „ -, _ 
| A 


6 
flander, by ſtating the principles, conduQ, 


and relative ſituation, of the Proteſtants and 


Catholics in this kingdom ;' with ſome ſtric- 
tures on the new and unwarrantable pretenſi- 
ons of the latter. 'The reader need not ſearch 
for any underplot or ambiguity—there 1s none 
ſuch. I have endeavoured, without aiming 
at what is called compoſition, to expreſs my- 
ſelf in the moſt plain and intelligible lan- 
guage, and that degree of ſeriouſneſs, which 
ſubjects of great national concern demand, 


though it has lately been the faſhion to treat 


them with farcical buffoonery, and grinning 
levity. . How far I have ſucceeded, the public 
will judge, a 
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THEOBALDö M*KENNA, Es. &c. 


999 


SIR, 


| 


- 


Tinte up 4 pamphlet bearing your name on 
its title- page, and purporting to be, A Memoire 
on the Projected Union, I expected to find that ſub, 
ject generally diſcuſſed, and from former proofs ol 
your ability as a writer, I deduced hopes of receiv- 
ing. ſome new lights, on that important queſtion ; ; 
under this imprethon; I travelled with you, to your 
16th page, not without ſome approbation, and plea- 
ſure, when to my great ſurpriſe, and diſappointment, 
yuur real plot opened, and I diſcovered, that the 
ſcope and tendency of your Memoire, however uſher- 
ed in and maſked, under the moſt plauſible introduc- 
tory pretenſions, was, neither more or leſs, than to 
make a moſt groſs and audacious attack, on the prin- 


__ and conduct, of the loyal Proteſtants * Ire- 
and, 


6 


land, and in this again, you diſplay an addreſs truly 
Jeſuitical: You are an avowed Catholie advocate, 
and it might be expected, that you ſhould reſt their 
cauſe in ſome degree, on their merits as a body, or 
their obedience to the laws, their public virtue, their 
morality, or their loyalty ; but no ! you wiſely deſert 
thoſe grounds, as not tenable, and inſtead of defend» 
ing your own, you boldly attack, what you conſider 
an enemy's poſition, vainly hoping, by calumniating 
the Proteſtants, to ſerve and forward the caule of the 
. Catholics, 8 | 


You at once roundly aſſert, that Ireland can never 


— 


be ſettled by domeſtic means - and why ? Becauſe the 


layal Proteſtants of Ireland have dared to form aſſo- 
ciations, for the defence and ſupport of the conſtitu- 
tion, and their religion, and becauſe they have alſo 
dared, in defiance of rebellion, and Popery, to wear 
openly, an Orange ribband, as a badge, or ſymbol, 
of their aſſociation. Though not an old man, I re- 
collect the time, when a publication ſuch as yours, 
would have been confidered a ſpecies of treaſon 
- Againſt the conſtitution, and would have ſubjected the 
Writer, to exemplary puniſhment; but now thanks 
to the liberality, as it is termed, cut in reality to the 


Proffigate apathy of the preſent day, any public con- 


Fern of morality, virtue, or religion, may be ſafely 
invaded, and men are only to be rouſed, by trench - 
ing on their private and paltry intereſt. 


Ihe beſt refutation I can offer, to your falſe and 

_ ſcandalous libel, is to tell you, who and what thoſe 
. Orangemen, whom you revile, are, which you may 
f poflibly not thoroughly know, though I ſuſpect there 
is much of pretended ignorance, affected terror, and 
1 Wilful perverſion, among thoſe of your ſect, in regard 
Kit PITS 197 VER 3h 15/2 


3 | 
to the Orange inſtitution. The expoſition of the ori. 
gin and principles of the Orange affociation, will ne- 
ceſſarily lead me to a diſeuſſion of the principles and 
views of the Catholics, their merits, and their claims, 
and the dreadfut conſequences, which muſt inevitab! 
enſue, ſhould fate, or our madneſs,” ever graut to 
them full means of obtaining political power - T ſhalt 
afterwards, Sir, advert to ſome of your aſſertions, and 
poſitions, in ſuch order as they occur; and in ſo 
doing, I ſhall ſedulouſly avoid any opinion, or dif 
cuſſion, on the queſtion of the projected Union, and 
ſolely confine myſelf to remarks, on what you have 
advanced againſt the Orange ſocieties, and in fayour 
of the Catholics, and their claim. = ; 

os ict of | 1 5 rat nne 

The name of Orangemen was firſt adopted by ſome 
| Proteſtants in the county of Armagh, at 4 time 
when the ede excited by the exerciſe of the por- 
tion of political power, newly granted to the Cathb- 
| lics, had unfortunately broke out, in open hoſtitit 8 
and mutual outrages, and after the violence of thefe 
feuds had ceaſed, Orange aſſociations ſtill continued, 

and ſpread over many parts of the province of Ulitet. 
In the year 1797, when the ſyſtem of the "United 
Iriſhmen had attained a great degree of maturity, 
and was every day threatening open rebellion,” ahd 

when the Catholics, little grateful for paſt favobrs, 
demanded new conceflions, amounting to'a ſurrender 
of the conſtitution, under the fantaſtical name of Ca- 
tholic emancipation, which ſtood foremoſt among the 
- poſtulata:of the rebels, then I ſay, at that dangerous 
eriſis, a plan was formed, and executed, of tranſplant- 
ing the Orange aſſociation from the North to the 
metropolis, and by regulating and improving the 


| b ſyſtem, and placing at its head men of higher funk 
| and talent, to convert to the ſupport of the Throne 


bd | ad and 


and the Conſtitution, an inſtitution u, which from the 
nature of its origin and 8d might have dege⸗ 990 


nerated into a . e 15 5 os 15 
audable, as ang A- 


with . be e The e the Ee 
byterians from the L nion, as 815 as th en called, was 
15 ation of the pf = 
ciples of the inftitution, Joon became neceſſary, to 
refute the various falſhoods ang ;calumnies "Tevelled | 
with unceafing malice ' 1 8 the Orangeme 
Many enrolled themſelves in the affociation, ANY b 
ſequence of the a Fier. part the Catholics then be- 
gan openly to t 5 in the impending rebelli6n, * and 
Jam convinced ſe Int y Perſons v were preſerved | 
firm in their alle rom ihe fa pport and e. 
ample of theſe. FRAN 11 7 hq, þ they” Tbt "found 
ſuch a refuge, would ave 55 55 ed by 85 
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duty, namely. that of tranſmitting unimpaired ta 
their children, that Conſtitution, in Church and 
State, which. they received, as a moſt precious gift, 
and depoſit, from the hands, and cemented gvith the 
blood, . their fathers. It hence follows, that 
every "true and loyal Proteſtant. though he has, not 
formally renewed ſuch his duty, by any freſh, oblir 
gatign, is virtually and morally bound, by the — 


”x 


ties and principles, as a {worn Orangeman. I do... 
aſſert, that the circumſtances of the times called for 


ſome new ſpur, ſome further teſt, ſome freſh pledge, 
of mutual aſſiſtance, and of energy in the ſupport, 
and defence of our laws, our religion, our perſons, 
and out properties for there is nothing more, cer» 
tain, than that they are bound in one ſheaf, and 
ſnould the band once be looſened, all will, be ſcat- 
tered, trodden under foot, diſſipated and loſt. We 


were aſſailed at once by the whole hoſt. o 8 


principles, their ſpurious liberty, and mock,equali- 


ty, the rights of man, republican fanaticiſm, the 


rage of political innovation, and the -monſtrgus 


union of atheiſm and ſuperſtition,” and all theſs 
had to work on a divided, and diſcontented nation, 
the majority of which conſidered the Conſtitutian 
and Government as a foreign uſurpation, and the 
eſtabliſned Religion an impious and damnable heres. 


ly n but more dangerous thap all, many among 
ourſelves began to be infected by a ſtrange apathy, 
aud lyke-warmneſs, towards things formerly conſi- 
dered as glaimiog our warmeſt intereſt and attach · 
ment. 1;hope, and believe, that- the Orange i in- 
stitution has given. to us an animating and, ſeaſona- 
ble impulſe, and has tended to rouſe us to a ſenſe 
"of our danger, and our duties, and nothing leads 

me more ſtrongly to this belief, than the hatred, 


abuſe, and fear, manifeſted by the Probe 85 cęr- 
u. 5 ie . tain 
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tain deſcription, againſt an aſſociation which they 


ſeem to conſider as a bulwark, interpoſed between 


them and the temple of the Conſtitution, which 
they ſeek to enter, for the purpoſe of violating. [ 
do, Sir, moſt poſitively deny your aſſertion,” that 
00 Orange body laments that immunities have been 

ted to the Catholics, or denies them further 
for the purpoſe, or on the principle of 
ſecuring to — or enjoying a felfiſh pre- 
eminence over their fellow- ſubjects. On the con- 
trary, the Orangemen have veiwed, with pleaſure, 
every indulgence granted to the Catholics, whereby 
they have been rendered more ſecure in their perſons 
and properties, and the free exerciſe of worſhipping 
God in any manner they pleaſe; but we deprecate 
and oppoſe the granting political power to Catholics, 
who, we are convinced, muſt ever direct that power 
unceafingly, and always to the deſtruction and over - 
throw of our religion, and the eſtabliſhment of their 
own; and this they never could hope to effect, other- 
wife than by a ſeparation from England, and a total 
ekrange of the Conſtitution. It is impoſſible that any 
Catholio could honeſtly and zealouſly adminiſter the 
affairs of a Proteſtant ſtate and if we were euen con- 
tent to ſhare every thing with them, and give up all 
eſtabliſhirient and pre- eminence, they would ceaſe to 
be Catholics, if they did not perſeveringly aim at 
ſupremacy, and the paramount eftabliſhmett of the 
Popiſh religion. Catholics could not be content to 
ſhare equal power with hereties, all civil intereſts muſt 


de overlooked ; the advancement of the holy church, 


is with them an obligation which muſt take place of 


all others; and any of the moſt ſacred engagements, 


if contrary to, or not coinciding with the intereiſt 
of their church, are *. n, en e and 
deelared void. n 

| p3 11 l 


F A A _a 


hd ""_ e * ——— 


principles, as t 


. ee ECT — D—— 


/ 


1 


If we wiſhed to enter into ſuch a contract with 
them, it could not be; they are incapable of ſo con- 
tracting ; they are not free agents; there is no rei- 
procal tie, pledge, or ſecurity individuals might he 
inclined to keep good faith; but there is an abſolute 
controuling power, which iſſues its mandates, and 


enforces obedience, wielding Heaven and Hell in 
either hand. We could not expect ſecurity on the 


ſcore of gratitude. Their firſt ſucceſs would be 
aſcribed to God's dire& interference in favour of the 
holy church; it would be confidered impious, not to 
improve ſo fortunate a beginning, and us they would 
look on as dementated, and devoted victims. It 
may be aſked, on what grounds I reſt my aſſertions ? 
My anſwer is on the principles, ſacred and political, 


paſtors and votaries, as handed down to us by hiſ- 
tory, from N ages to the preſent time z and thoſe 

i e Catholic theologiſts themſelves tell 
Dr. Huſſey, the. titular 


us, can never change 


Biſhop of Waterford, tells us, in his paſtoral letter, 


& that the Catholic faith is ſuitable to all chimes, 
and forms of gayernment—and that it is im- 
mutable,” The fouleſt atrocities ęver yet perpe- 
trated. under the directing ſuperſtition of the Romiſh 


church, in the moſt remote ages, are at this day de- 


fended and ſupported by the writings of the Catholie 
divines, as infallibly juſt and“ right—the church 


* | 4s an example, among ſevere! atbers, I refer to a 
pamphlet publiſhed in London, in the year 1795, print- 
ed for Coghlan, Duke-ſtreet, Groſuenor-{quare,. by the 


Rev. Fobn Milner, 4 Popiſh Prieſt, and entitled, . A 
Reply 10 the Report publiſbed by the Ciſolpine Gluby on 


the authenticity of ihe Proteſtation at the Britiſb Mu- 


feum, Se. Se. 
B 2 cannot 


character, ſpirit, and acts of the Romiſh church, its 


: 
! 
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cannot err. Into this abyſs, morality, charity, truth, 
mercy, and all the virtues are precipitated and loft. 
Every vice becomes a virtue, when exerciſed to pro- 
mote the intereſts of the holy religion. It would be 


diſguſting to trace this truth through all the horrors, 


cruelties, plots, and maſſacres, which the page of 
hiſtory has recorded. I have been told, by ſome of 
the liberal enlightened men of the day, that they 
could in every inſtance, aſcribe theſe circumſtances, 
as they termed, them, to political motives, and a 
train of leading events. Let me tell theſe enlightened 
philoſophers, that there muſt be ſome pre- diſpoſing 
cauſe, to rouſe to action each latent and inherent 
vice or paſſion, whether natural or acquired. The 
moſt ferocious and paſſionate man may be quiet oc- 
caſionally, when not provoked; but ſhould he riſe 
in rage, and ſlay his brother, you might as well 
ſay, that it was not owing to his ferocity or paſſion, 
the accident being aſeribable to the leading event of 
the deceaſed having trod on the toe of the paſſionate 
man, which happened to be tender. 1 do not find 
any record in hiſtory, of any other ſect, ſave the 
Catholics, having perſecuted and maſſacred their 
fellow-chriftians, to promote the intereſts or tenets 
of their on particular church; and it is very un- 
fortunate that thoſe leading events have excluſively 
urged the 3 to u maſſaeres gone cru- 
cr 


'The Catholics i in different Mn and in cali 
ages, could not poſſibly, as a body, have ſimilar 
natural propoenſities to cruelty, they are and muſt 
be, like all other men, good and bad, it therefore 
follows, that thoſe enormities, muſt be aſoribed to 
the pernicious and intolerant ſyſtem and 'doetrities' of 
(he pit ſuperſtition. I think 1 have eftabliſhed. 
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my grounds on the beſt poſſible: foundation, proof 


deduced from facts recorded, and open to the re- 
ſearch of every one. That the Romiſn Church has 


loſt nothing of its principles, character, influence or 


effect in this kingdom, the horrible tranſactions in 


Werford, and indeed in almoſt all the diſturbed 


counties, during the late rebellion, afford melancholy 
proofs, The Popedom is overthrown,” but the Pa- 
pal ſpirit ſtill pervades the world, the 'Papal genius 
never ſleeps, it is always watchful, enterpriſing, 
encroaching, and inſatiable, wherever it gains any 
power, or- footing, it never reſts whilſt there is any 
thing remaining to be had, it muſt have all. It is 
that encroaching ſpirit we have to dread, and guard 
againſt. I remember that a few years ago, the Ca- 
tholics of this kingdom declared, they would be fully 


ſatisfied by the grant of certain privileges, and ob- 


taining thoſe, they would never aſk further, they 
have ſince obtained all and more than they then 
required, and now they advance new claims. So 
would it be ad infinitum, until all power were ex- 
cluſively their own. It has always been a prineiple of 


the Romiſh Church, not to be ſcrupulous about the 


means, provided the end was the advancement of the 
holy religion; a ſtrict adherence to this practice has 
been: ſtrongly exemplified by the Iriſh Catholics, who 
firſt leagued themſelves with the Preſbyterians, a ſect 
of Proteſtants, whom they always have deteſted more 
than thoſe of the eſtabliſhed Church, and then called 
into their aid the atheiſtical legions: of France; the 
overthrow of a bad government, reform and republi- 
caniſm, were then the avowed objects of this hetero- 
geneous confederacy; but it is well known, that an 
underplot was formed by the Catholics, who: bring 
the majority, hoped, when the government was ex- 
1 that they the — inheritots ſhould 
repoſſeſs 


r 


nes r Woe a, at th yn 


14 


repoſſefs the uſurped lands, and that they ſhould be 
able to reſtore their old and holy religion to its ancient 
ſuptemacy. I think the Proteſtants of Ireland wan 
theſe records, and this experience before them, mu 
be ſtrangely infatuated indeed, ſhould they heſitate a 
moment to refuſe a participation of power to the 
Catholics, who would, as I have ſhewn, uſe that power 
to the ſubverſion of our Conſtitution and eſtabliſh- 
ment. And for theſe reaſons, and not from the 
motives which you, Sir, have been pleaſed to aſcribe 
to us, do the Orangemen of Ireland oppoſe the grant 
of further immunities to the Catholics, I do lament 
it ns a great misfortune, that the State cannot with 
ſafety to its exiſtence, comma: d and profit by the 
entire attachment, energy, and ſervices of fo many of 
its ſubjects; would to God it were otherwiſe ! every 
individual in the kingdom would then gain additional 
ſecurity to his rights and property, Ireland would be · 
come a nation, and the empire would be ſtrengthened. 
If any men or body of men ſhould from low or ſelfiſn 
views, oppoſe ſo great a general good, | ſhould be. 
the'firſt to pronounce them enemies to their own in- 
tereſts, and thoſe of their country. h 


But FT WO as things now are, and indeed 
until ſome great change ſhall happen, every true Pre- 
teſtant in both kingdoms is bound on the principle of 
ſelf-preſervation, as well as duty, to reſiſt further 
grants to the Catholics. The all- directing Provi- 
dence may, in his own good time, cauſe theſe things 
to ceaſe, and may allow us to become brothers, and 
one people. As yet the proſpect is hid from us, 
certainly for wiſe purpoſes ; but God has, within the 
laſt few years, ordained great changes in the world, 
and he has the power of effecting greater. We are 
told, that we ſhall all yet be members of one and the 

N | lame 
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ſame pure and holy religion, it would be preſumptu- 
ous to gueſs what that ſyſtem may be, revelation and 
a chain of events correſponding to "that revelation, 
almoſt clearly indicate, that it cannot be the Romiſn; 
nor do I at all ſnppoſe, that our Reformed Church 
has yet reached ſuch a degree of perfection, as ta 
become the ſtandard. But whatever it may be, 
coming from him, it muſt be right and good; and ST 
he may exalt the moſt humble, and put down the 
proud. I hus far, I have endeavoured to ſtate with 
as much fairneſs and truth as poſſible, the relative 
fituation and principles of the Proteſtants and Catho- 
lics in this unhappy country, and I. moſt ſolemnly 
declare that in doing this, 1 have not been actuated 
by animoſity, or ill will. J did conceive myſelf 
bound to refute a moſt audacious ealumny bes at 
the Orangemen of Ireland. The defence and fup- 
port of my own principle, and thoſe of my brethren, 
againſt malicious miſrepreſentation, required that 
1 ſhould not heſitate to ſpeak. truths, which pained 
me in the writing, and always have pained me, when 
my thoughts have reſted on them. But when every | 
thing dear to us is at ſtake, a cautious delicacy would | 
be weak and criminal. I do confider my Catholic 
countrymen, as by nature endued with the fame feet- . 
ings, virtues, ' and paſſions, as we are, and þ do. 
0 proudly think that the natives of this Iſle in general, 
5 are not in natural endowments, inferior to any nation 
in the world; but I do lament that ſo many of my 

; belles, lose have been ſo long enſlaved by the 
tytanny of a ſuperſtition, which had unfortunately. 
too many collateral aids, which it has made uſe of 
E to continue the diviſion and ſeparation of a people, 
p 
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whoſe mutual intereſts ought long ago to have made 
them one. J lament this moſt fincerely, and I de 
fay'® the 4 body of Ireland in general, that 
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the ; attainment of the ebe 8 which \ 0% "feem"fo 
eagerly to ſeek, would in all probability prove to Be 
the greateſt evil which, could befall you, 1t woulg ruin 
us, yourſelves, and our country; your Prieſts and 
bigots would never give peace to you, or us; their 
reſtleſſneſs, ſuperſtition, and ambition, would 2]ways 
embark you in new enterprizes, until Great Britain 
would be obliged to conquer this iſland again, ot 
ſabmit to its ſeparation from the empire: without 
the intervention of foreign aid, the conteſt could not 
be long doubtful, and ſhould even a ſeparation for 
a time, be effected by ſtrong foreign aſſiſtauce, it 
could not be continued but by giving an eftabliſh- 
ment to your ally, which muſt end in your ſubjuga- 
tion ; in either caſe, Ireland would become the ſcene 
of bloody and deſtructive wars, and exhauſted, 
waſted, and deſolated, would prove a barren com- 
penſation to the victors. Handen ſhudders at fuch | 
2 wall proſpect. 1035 
180 "ad. now, Sir, ſuffer me to advert to ſome 
paſſages of your Memoire as you are pleaſed to term 
it, really if you had not given it a name, I ſhould 
have been much at a loſs how to refer it; I ſhould 
have claſſed it among the non-defcripts. Tou dif. 
cover to us pretty clearly in your 15th and 16th 
Pages, that the Catholics would confider it as a 
(by left. unredreſſed, and that the plan of the 

nion could not be complete, without the admiſſion 
of the Catholics to full political power and privileges, 
and conſequently to ſeats in the Imperial Legiſtature, 
this though not expreſſed in direct words, is ſtrongly 
inſinuated, but all doubt of your meaning is removed 
by ſubſequent parts of your Memoire, particularly 
in your 35th page. On the firſt reading, the ànda- 
eity of the pretenſions aſtoniſhed me, às much as 
- the 
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we always did TA it £2 "the Kant MS ar 
argument in F ay gb ak. 7 [Unjanythat thereby; the 
Proteſtant. interek would be 'eqalplidated, Ang cape 

Sttabliſhment feeured from eacrgachment, an that 

the Cathplics of Ireland wopld 2 * fix ere in 

gedvieſcencę, the object of their withes b N 

heyong their, rœeh z but it ſeems I had 72 a 

lerne and farther experience to. gain, of the 
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ity, perſeyerancg 200 ERR F 1b. non 
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pf e gprs lad in their ſpeeches. and writing; 5 
prehenſions of the plots and reſtleſs fpirit of Pogery, 
even in regard to England, where its power and in- 
fluence is comparatively ſmall; this new sim at en- 
eroachment, proves that their fears hahe not been 
vain, it alſo ſhews a c tion between the Eng- 


liſh and -[riſh Catholics; and ſuch r 5 ay | 


Le han common ſenſe of both ruuntries. 
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* The Government in combination "with 'a part rate 
_ People, 67 fo far as phyſicical force confers- 
 #mupoſe reftriffions an the Catholic; Lol Ireland i 
Pine, over the dungeon of ber chitdren'” This W'the 
_ laboured 3 ſcrap of nonſeuſe I Have 
_ ever, metwith, 1 will conftrae this cumous moteemd, 
and Muſtrate its bluadoring .ubfurdity, Government 
you Jay, combined with a att of the people; che 
OY meaning the P <d#otm the 
of the country-—and may, ſo far as that phyfical 

. confers. , e on the 


Catholics, 2 
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18 
Catholics, the majority—viho by your antitheſis, muſt 


neceſſarily be conſidered, as forming the artific ral 
force of the country but Ireland will pine over the 


dungeon of her children. I need ſcarce point out to 
any reader, that a minority governing a country muſt 


be termed an artificial force and that numbers con- 
ſtitute phyſical or natural forte And this from the 
learned Catholic advocate, Mr. M Kenna. Pray, 
Sir, was your underftanding loſt in your religious 
zeal—or bewildered in the labyrinth of your on 
ben bi ? or did you with, by fimulating a confu- 
on of ideas, to prevent any miſtake, as to your be- 
ing legitimately an Iriſhman ? But let me reſcue this 
paſſage from the confuſion which envelopes it, and 
give to it the only meaning to which it can be recon- 
ciled it is a fort of oracular prediction, and it would 
be a pity to have it miſunderftood or loft | 


Talibus ex ady to dictis Cumoea Sibylle, 
Hor rendas canit ambages, IR remagit 
Nen uris vera ugs 


Let me jnterpeet "he ie five: 7 a and the 
Proteſtants may, for a time, oppreſs and reſtrict the 


Catholics; but they will not acquieſce; they will 
be always ready on every opportunity to rebel againſt 


an uſurping and unnatural Government, and to-aflert 
their ſuperiority in this kingdom, which they claim 


from God and Nature. Analogy may ſerve to ex- 


plain further. Biſhop Huſley, in his Paſtoral letter, 
Page 10, ſays, *;The vaſt rock is already detached 
from the mountain's brow, and whoever oppoſes its de- 
ſeent and removal, muſt be cruſhed by his 0wn raſh en- 
deavours.“ If my explanation of the ſentence, ex- 
tracted from your Memoire, is right, I will leave it 
to the reader whether moſt to admire at the abſur- 


dity 
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dity of the, anruft. or the wickedneſs of the 
lontuvent.. Ms Time g "#1 QI. 11 4” Yeu 26A, 1 
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Ia 2 note 60 your. 20th, page, you 77 & Wie 
moon, during the late diſturbances, would not believe 
the evidence of their ſenſes, that every Papiſt was not'a 
nebel! Hou many were ſadly chagrined at the propriety 
with which the perſons of property. of. the Romiſh' m. 
munion acted I To this I anſwer, that the rebellion. 
haying very ſoon wer its commencement, aſſumed 
the appearance. of an hol inſurrection, and being 
eyen ſo termed in one of hi F rench Councils and 
o many cruelties , being committed by Catholics on 
Eroteſtanterr-it is nat wonderful, that generally every 
Papiſt. mould. be Tolped and this ſuſpicion Was 
further encreaſed, by numberleſs inſtances of detect. 
ed treachery amon thoſe Catholics who were in the 
military ranks Sol, ay generally, becauſe I ſhould be 
ſorry to thinx that there. are not individuals of that 
communion, who have, 4 0 A ſenſe of honour, ad- 
hered to their allegiance and duty, as yeomen and 
ſoldiers - and . ſo es to 750 ſuch, as among 
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In your 23d rags you TI 6 720 the prhalttes 
a Catholics ought to be repealed, if it were "only 
"g-difcountenance, the Orange , fatiion, ſewing the 
etror and impotence: of the a aciation,. The meaſure 
zwonld be pop: ar, and acceptable.” Are you "ſerious, 
Mr. MKenna, in recommending to any Adminiſtra- 
tion, ſo great an innovation, to call it no more, mere- 
1j for the ſake of a fretful and peeviſh experiment 
to ſee how the Orangemen would look, when diſ- 
countenaneed. Surely you either conſider che fi 


in power, as fools, or you mean to. inſult 


* meaſure of Se would, in your opini- 
on, 


, A 
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IF 
IF 
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Beat, "as Mable to 


6b, be populat and dectptable; ſo would the efta, 
bluhment. of Popery in Ireland, in all its aftient 
rahny, becauſe the Catholics are the populace, on 
to them if woüfd be acteptable. Doctor M*Nsbin 
and others have ſaid, that Catholic emancipation, as 
it was called; was not an object really and ſeriouſly 
ſou tt after. 1 think you and the Dot are both 


rigf t; and thus 1 recontile the ſeeming cbntfadic⸗ 


tion. 1 do beſſepe, thut the Catholics he were e 
ee in the febeſncts vnfedehiby, befor the'ind 
rredtion actually t66k* place, were very indifferent 
as fo : any nts ons Which cduld be made to theft 
by 4 Proteſtant Pärliambnt. 1 & footy de be 
winters 6f all, by a ſhort 1 * erect mode 
they. erpected to one Wives oh the ruitis of 
ftitiitf6h; And Religion; They 
nv be Badithed, And dite polnited, and "they 
would 500 8180 ly acce pt from us Naur ow eo 
of political own len ey before Hifdalnec, And 
that merely for the purpoſe Punk the next effort 
with increaſed A and under better zuſplerd, 
Eike wiſe Generals failing in the ſtörtn of the eitk⸗ 
del, they wiſh to make : lodgment in the body of 
the work, 'and there cover themlelves, e the, 
opportunity of another aſſault. bee 


2 your 24th pig e you fay, | ou che wy 


Iv land bad been a "rob! it aa 0 e nh are. 
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Are again 64 V bt ab d were FA wi the wav 
ment o F vifory Would he the critical int to nat! 127 
conceſſ ion. Bhat might 6 in the ft Yer have Been 1 
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ape "Hodormantids)\ Ton füße your 
and chitige your woe of attack, "with adm 
dbtrerity. Lou ate a yery Proteus z you ſlums 


f | | $5. MT ISM ir 1-34 + 5 
Dr. Huſſey and you have menaced and, frighteny 
ed us with tocks arid mountains, with dungeons, 
and payee! fotte, Forgetting, or pretending to fot- 
get, that the civii and religious code was introduced 
by the great Williati, moulded and blended /toges 
ther, forming one indiviſible eſtabliſnment in Church 
ald State; you have dared to ridicule this Conſti- 
tutizh, and by ſplitting its founder in two, you affect 
tö pralſe oe fide of the herdes mutilated image, that 
you way defame and vilify the other, by chmparing 
it to Toth Weſley, or any other fanatic you have 
endeavouted to divide the Proteſtants, by rouſing; 
thoſe who ate not Orangemen, againſt thoſe who are 
and you call upon the former, to make conceſſions 
to th Catholics, to ſpite the latter Lou now cajole 
us, and try to perſuade us, that having fought for 
our Conſtitution and Religion, and Having conguer- 
ell, that it would be magnanimous in the canque-- 


E rors to ſtirrender to the conqueted and having 


proved our courage, to give up all pretenſions to ſa- 
nity dt common ſenſe. It ſhews not ſtrengtli of 
intellect, to undervalur too much that of others. 
Did pod, Sit, imagine you were addreffing fools or 
Quixottes; and on this ground you declare you are 
at iſſue with the Orangemen—I think the verdict 
Tour addrefs to the Orangemen in the next page, 
abovr eſpfonage, is too vagde in its appliéatioa to 
be under ſtovd, and too contemprible to be anſweted: 
I foppoſt” the 'word was introduced, to ew your 
travel, 
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travel, and foreign eduration—by the bye, I: have? 
always underſtood, that ſuch education as out goun- 
trymen uſually receive in the Jeſuit Colleges abroad, 
peculiarly qualifies them to become adepts in the V- 
tem of eſpionage. 5 18 
Tou next labour to prove that the Catholics, as 
fuch, had not any thing to do with the rebelſion—and' 
that the Catholic rebels were, combated by Catholic 
militia regiments, Catholic noblemen, gentlemen, 
farmers, &c. It:is painful and unpleaſant to be un- 
der the neceſlity of renewing paſt grievances; but as 
you have provoked and challenged the detail, I mult 
not flinch from it. In my turn 1 ſay, Sir, on this 
ground, I am at ifſug with you As to the Catho- 
lic militia ſoldiers, many, I am proud and happy to 
acknowledge, did their duty like brave men ; che 
conduct of the Limerick regiment ſtands particularly, 
conſpicuous.. Some regiments. have afforded ſname- 
fol and melancholy inſtances to the contrary, - It is a 
delicate point I do not wiſh to infift on it— will 
only obſerve, that ſoldiers taken from their families, 
removed from their early obſervances and habits, 
and placed in a mixed ſociety of. ſtrangers,” under a 
ſtrict ſyſtem of ſubordination, and obedience, muſt 
foon forget their local and religious prejudices ; and 
the latter ſooner, perhaps, than any other. 1 have 
often heard old officers fay, that the Iriſh” Catholics 
became the better ſoldiers, the further and the longer 
they were removed from home. I am ſure, had not 
uncommon pains been taken to miſlead them, that 
all the Iriſh militia regiments would have done their 
duty, with fideliy and bravery. We can better form 
an opinion of the part the Catholics took in the late 
rebellion, by recurring to the conduct of the Catho- 
lie yeomen — men better educated, and of better 
ſituation 
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23 
fituation than the militia foldiers—men who were or 
ought to have been free agents, who took up volun- 


tarily the arms of their Soyereign (a Sovereign whom 
they had recently and publicly acknowledged as theit 


greateſt benefaor),”. and who" bound themſelves by 


a voluntary and ſolemn oath, to uſe thoſe arms in his 


defence, and that of his Government. How they 
ſulfilled that obligation, is lamentable to confider— 
what a diſguſting picture of perfidy and perjury was 


diſcloſed, ſhortly after the inſurrectian took place! 


I- ſpeak of the city of Dublin—it way: diſcovered 


that -nine-tenths of the Catholics in the .yeomancy - 


corps, were United Iriſhmen, and had taken an oath 
to be true to the rebels, in direct contradiction to 
their ſworn allegianee and that many ef them, af- 
ter' taking the United oath; had, on a principle of 
diliberate and pre-determined perjury, joined yeo- 


manry corps, for the purpoſe of getting arms into 


their hands, learning the uſe of them, and turning 
them againſt us, perhfps in the very moment of at- 
taek. The conſequences might have been horrible, 


Rad they not been prevented by a timely diſcovery. 


If any of the projected nightly. attacks had taken 


place, the loyal yeoman, rouſed from his bed, would 


have treacherouſly fallen by the bayonets of thoſe 
whom he might haſten to join, as friends and fel- 
low-ſoldiers. It is remarkable, that in the city of 
Dublin above two thouſand Catholics were deſirous 
of admittance into the ſeveral yeomanry corps, dur- 
ing the ſix weeks immediately preceding the inſur- 
rection and that moſt of theſe were propoſed by 


Catholic yeomen, who afterwards-either proved to be 


rebels, or were diſarmed on ſtrong ſuſpicion. 


s Theſe facts are notorious, and recent; they are 
open to inveſtigation, and if not founded, may be 
7935 11 diſproved. 
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them true to their engagements, As Ih 
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diſproved. Of the Catholic yeomen in the country, 
] can only ſpeak by hegrſay report has not bean. g 
nerally more fayourable to them, than «to their 
brethren in the city. Can any man heſitate to mhat 
he ſhould aſcribe fuck Hhoeking violation of : daith... 
and morality? You, Sir, have acknowledged that 
there were twenty-five Prieſts actually add peng 
leaders of the rebels pretty well this—and of the. 
formidable remainger, conſiſting, by your calcvlati- 
on, of two theufand four ae. and ſeventy- fire 
how many famented and encouraged the rebellion ſe- 
eretly ? and were, as Dr. M.Næyen and others of the 
principal n declared, molt ictivs agents in for- 
warding the cauſe. I do conceive, that the circum - 
ſtance of ſo many 45-twenty-five Prieſis aQing openly | 
as leaders of the rebels conſſdering the character, 
habits of life, and education of Romiſh Prieſts 
forms a ſtrong prof of the warm intereſt their bady 


at large took in the rebellion, As te jndividgual 307 


r 

re have 

„ſuch men muſt be avexſe to — 

the feld ; but had matters taken 3 mgre decided 4pres 

it would have been hard to expect W 2 
more aan neutrality. | 


"ay your 2gth page you make yagr Catholis chmant 
2 * Thaj be docs not deſire ihe aggrandiaement of his 
fellow. religionils, as 6 body z but that there foould vol be 
any obſtacle in the way of any individual of that cammuni- 
on, to Puſh to the utmoſt extent they are capable,the aduau- 
Lages of birth aud fortune, taignts and induliry. And 
» your next gage $0 far as my oihſorvatisn extends 

e reflecting Catholics in this country, never entertained 
tp gibs en ef abli/bment is their glergy,” I eyink 
We the character and principles of the or 
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auen 207 ei p ανονν vie ads 10 bavendih 
miſhy ohurth; and: its--yotariea,. ſhews thatit UE 
pottibte that-Catholies+could ge dyn a kak mth. . 
3 alone; neglt the Garin 
of their \clergy;-and the apgrandi wy of their 1e. 
vigil: -+/ſhall here obſerve.z- that in a 5 8 
ountry lie this, property maſt be always 19. 
anSthiae in the courſe af time, 8 845 it Ig 4 
by high luerative Ktuations, the balance of Pers 
as well as numbers, wi be found th the ands : 
Catholics; who would then conſequently have.a bw | 


ponderance in the Le giſlative Bodies, Under theſe 
cireumſtances, 1 ſhould be ſorry thi the Prote ant 
eſtablihment ſhould be at the mercy of . Catholic 
tofferance and moderation, This will alſo. ſerve 1 

9 —— —_— your 1 W abe bout 
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The poetic picture refuted 3 in the note to our 
220. page, is certainly more to be remarked for t 3 
exactnoſs and truth of its delinęation, as an hiſto! | 
piece. than for the pleaſing choice of the fubjeR, 92 
the:delicacy of the coloring, Some things 150 
ſons, when faithfully repreſen Men, , boron difgu 


ing caricatures. 
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Tour 32d page goes to tell. me That Catholics 
are men conſtituted as we are, and that. For Bea an un- 
der. any teftrifiions, is not to be expeZted” Nd 2 
This argument comes red hat from the chool * the 

« 2 W. TY 

+ ,* Mr. Mikenna fay * ' at the pittars of... "TY efta- 

blihed church are, the e with Britain, 


17 1 7 
balance of property. T bave here and. e e m this 
wark, ſewn that by grant to the 4 ul 45 
lical power, both thoſe pillart would d ind n LA 
and the whole fabric of the Conſtitution overtbrion. 8 
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new philoſphy, and the rights of man. You, launch 
bold y into innovation, forgetting all the former, 
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ties, rules, and reſtrictions of every civiliſed count 
in Europe. Pray, Sir, in what Catholic ſtate of Eu- 
rope, oc a Proteſtant, enjoy half the privileges, 
which a Catholic now enjoys in the Proteſtant ſtate of 
Ireland ? Certainly in none. Or in what Proteſtant. 
ſtate of Europe, does a Catholic enjoy ſo, many im- 
munities as in Ireland: And where, I may add, 
have conceſſions met with ſo ungrateful a return. 


We may clearly infer from your 35th and 36th 
pages, that the Catholics, on the event of an Union, 
lay the ſame claim to admiſſion into the imperial, as 
they now do into the Iriſh, Legiſlature; and in the 
advancement of ＋ * their claims, you without heſi- 

tation get over all difficulties, by bold and unqualified 
aſſertions, unſupported by argument, and in contra- 
diction to principles long eſtabliſhed, _ ** You. dexy. 
that any new Parliamentary leſt oath ſhould ny 
to admit the juriſdition of the Pope.” And you as 
lightly get over the omiſſion of the oath. of ſupre- 
macy z ſuch an oath being totally unneceſſary... . {x 
the juriſdiction of the Pope ts as clearly aſcertained as 
the juriſdiftion of the Court of King's Bench, aud would 
not be let in on temporal points, by omitting the oaths 
which aſſert the King's Eccleſiaſtical. ſupremacy,” Sc. 
This is a moſt extraordinary affertion,. and is cottra- 
dicted by experience, and hiſtory, which ſhews, that 
in all countries, and during all ages, Popery has 
never failed, wherever it got footing, to intermeddle 
with, and embroil every thing temporal. as well as 
ſpiritual, on one pretence or other; and the hiſtory 
of England, in particular, proves this in the Rrongelt 
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How cat any man preſume to ſay, that the Popiſh 
juriſdiction is as well aſcertained, as that of the Court 
of King's Bench, when every one knows that it re- 
quires' but little ſophiſtry to implicate almoſt all tem- 
poral with ſpiritual concerns, as ultimately, directly 
or indirectly involving the fpiritual ſalvation of the 
actors: and who is to be the judge of this ſpiritual 
ſalvation and temporal diſcrimination? That very 
ehutch, whoſe intereſt and character it is, to draw every 
thing within the vortex of its own dominion, and to 
uſe every handle and pretext for interference and do- 
mination. The Romiſh clergy may ſquabble among 
N themſelves, but ſhould any lay men, or lay body in- 
ferfere, the whole hive forgetting their internal diſ- 
& putes, would faſten on them, and ſting them to 
d 


death. But could even the inexpediency and im- 


* policy of ſueh conceſſions, as affecting the Proteſt- 


Th ant intereſt, be palliated or got over, the imprac- 
A tability of ſuch a meaſure remains, and muſt re- 
main for ever, inſurmountable, and unalterable, at 
? leaſt ſo long as Popery and the Britiſh Conftitution 
1 ſhall continue. I do maintain that a Catholic can- 
4 not be admitted into the Iriſh or Engliſh Legiſlative: 
7 Bodies, but by a violation of the Conſtitution, as 


eſtabliſned in 1788, in its very eſſence, and foun- 
dation, and by a breach of the King's coronation 
oath, and alſo of the fundamental articles of the. 
union between Scotland and England. Is it poſſible, 
that a King of Great Britain could be fo blind to the 
danger to which he would expoſe the Conſtitution he 
had, ſworn to protect, as to aſſent to ſuch an innova- 
tion, not calling it by a ſtronger name? Or could he 
conſcientiouſly think, that he acted according, to the 
obligation of his coronation oath, by Rey aps 

| deliberately expoſing the Proteſtant eftabliſhment to 
+ the riſque of ſo deſperate an experiment? Religi- 
D 2 ous 
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ous eſtabliſument, is not the religion itſelf, but 
— the mode of preſerving it, and that can only 
be effected, by à political connection of the religi- 
ous with the civil eſtabliſnment, and this forms, 
what is called the Conſtitution in Church and State 
«I do again aflert, that ſuch our Conſtitution 
cannot admit to its Legiſlative, Adminiſtrative, or 
Executive functions, any man, or body of men, 
who deny and violate one of its vital and funda- 
mental principles, by cheriſhing a foreign ſuprema- 
cy, and paying an implicit obedience to it, either 


in ſpiritual or temporals. And I do here contend, 


that this fundamental principle of the Britiſh, Conſti- 
tution, has been eftabliſhed on the ſureſt and moſt 
unerring grounds, namely the conviction of the 
many evils attending foreign. ſpiritual interference, 
derived and deduced from the experience of many 
centuries. Were we now to ſeparate Church and 
State, we would virtually declare, that the refor- 
mation and revolution were founded on bad policy, 
and falſe principles, and that the ſettlement of the 
Crown by ftat. 12th and 13th W. zd. c. 2. was an 
illegal uſurpation. I. hope and truſt, that no Mi- 
niſter will ever be found hardy enough to bring for- 
wurd ſuch a queſtion, in a Proteſtant Parliament, 
or ſo daring as to adviſe a King of Great Britain to 
give his conſent to the annihilation of the title, by 
which he holds his Crown. 9 1 


To enter into a full hiſtorical and legal diſcuſſion 
of theſe queſtions, would far exceed my limits. Let 
me aſk Mr. M Kenna, and the Catholics, on what 
yn they expect all theſe experiments and ſacri- 

es in their favour? Is it becauſe they have ſo well 


requited us for een benefits? Do they advance their 
co 


claims on the ſcore of their loyalty to their King, 


or 
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or their brotherly love and charity to their Proteſtant 
nee ſubjects? Or do they come forward ſmeared 


with the blood of the Kildare, Carlow, Mayo. and 


Wefford ' Proteſtants, and brandiſhing their pikes, 
to terrify us into conceſſion. I cannot help ſaying, 
that there is a hardened” and indecent aſſurance, in 
the time and form of their demands. What the 
heart of man could ſcarcely imagine, in the moſt 
peaceful and praiſeworthy times, is now uſhered in, 
with unbluſhing impudence, at the heels of rebel- 
lion and maſſacre. For ſhame! you ought to have 
ſat down rebuked, chaſtened, and grateful, for the 
magnanimous moderation of your victors. Inſtead 
of new favours and conceſſions, it might have been 
expected, at the eve of the late atrocious rebellion, 
that all former ones ſhould have been revoked and 


reſcinded, and that the Popiſh ſuperſtitution ſhould 


have been at once rooted from the land, by the. ba- 
niſhment of its Prieſts, and the forbiddance of the 
Maſs, as incompatible with true Chriftian charity, 


morality, and juſt obſervance.of the laws of ſociety 


in a Proteſtan“ State. Could ſuch an event take 
place, withou- perſonal cruelty, bloodſhed, or civil 
diſturbance, I do not heſitate to ſay, that the Catholics 
of Ireland, would ultimately be greater gamers) by 
the change, than even the Proteſtants, 


I will conclude by warning the Govern ment againſt 
a practice, which has been too common among the 
ies of this country, namely that of treating and 
parleying with the Catholics, as a political body, and 
making ſtalking-horſes of them, and their claims, 
for the purpoſes of mutual embarraſſment. and vex- 
ation. This weak and wicked policy feeds, and has 
fed, unjuſtifiable pretenſions. This has. been a ſort 
of game; but be nugæ ſeria ducant in mala.“ It 
is 
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VIV; not wiſe to ſeek hollow, unreal, and fugitive. con- 
1 nexions, in purſuance of a ſyſtem of Machiavelian 


[ | policy, thereby diſguſting and Sting thoſe whom 
| reciprocity, congenital intereſts, and common ſenſe, 
'' _—_— as the true friends of a good Government, 
4 e friends and ſupporters of the Throne, the Con- 
| ſlitution, and the Laus. May they be perpetual. 
ö | 

An ORANGEMAN, 
| Dablin, January 14, 1799. FY of 
| 
| | 
| | | 
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Sr NCE writing the foregoing letter, 1 have read 
a pamphlet on the queſtion of Union, wherein Ca- 
tholics and Orangemen are introduced. Had l 
ſooner ſeen this production, I ſhould have given it 
ſome notice in the body of my work; but I muſt 
now confine myſelf to ſuch few remarks, as time, and 
the limits of a ſhort Appendix, will admit. 


The pamphlet I allude to, is entitled, t An im- 


Partial view of the cauſes leading this country to the ne- 


ceſſily of an Union, &c. & c. &c. and is publicly 
aſcribed to a gentleman, whoſe name, though mu- 
tilated of its barbarous O, is ſtill ſufficiently indi- 
cative of Aboriginiſm, and Catholiciſm. I his cir- 
cumſtance may ſtrike many as not favouring the pro- 
mile of impartiality, avowed in the title · page; but 
let us examine how this promiſe has been kept. 
This gentleman gives us an hiſtory, or hiſtoric 
ſketch, of Engiiſn and Iriſh relation, from the re- 
formation to the preſent time; if that can be called 
an hiſtory, which details the injuſtice, oppreſſion, 
and tyranny of the Engliſh over the unfortunate 
natives, Vithout fairly ſtating the circumſtances, and 
K neceſſity, 
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neceſſity, which obliged England to maintain, by 


ong and coercive meaſures, her dominion over a 
ſavage and hoſtile nation, which had alwas diſplayed 
an inveterate diflike to the Engliſh, their Ius, 
manners, and cuſtoms, and which had renewed, 
whetted, and increaſed all its -antjent antipathies, by 


ſuperadded hatred and averſion to the- religion then 


newly introduced among them, and by an obſtinate 
adherence to the Popiſn ſuperſtition, This gentle- 
man ſeems to forget, that ſince England has had 
ſufficient reſpite from her own evils and diſturban- 
ces, to attend to the ſettlement of Ireland, that all 
her endeavours, and thoſe of the Proteſtant ſettletg, 
have been counteracted, baffled, and checked by the 
growth and influence of Popery, which has been the 
xeal.. obſtacle to the peace and ptoſperity of their 
country. So much for hiſtoric impartiality, x. 

This O gentleman, dates the Orange inflitution fo 
far back, as the year 1793. He ſays:it was founded 
by ſome of the factious and diſappointed ariſtocracy 
Landl that it produced the late rebellion. I do moſt 
poſitively deny the truth of every one of theſe ſtate- 
ments. I have in this work already ſhewn that an 
aſſociation of ſome of the middle and lower orders 
of the people, in the county of Armagh, firſt aſſum- 
ed the name of Orangemen, about the year 1794; 
but Orange ſocieties never became ſo general, as to 
be worthy of political conſideration, until the year 
1797, (the real date of the Orange inſtitution) 
when they were tranſplanted to Dublin, and when 


the rebellion, which he ſays they produced, was 


arrayed; and had even appointed a day for ruſh- 
ing into action. This gentleman has attempt- 
ed to prove this charge againſt the Orangemen, 
by ſay ing that the Catholics only rebelled in — 

25 were 


tion, quotes 
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where they were intimidated into mae lion by Orange. 


men. Ewill aſk him, were there Ora ſocieties 


to intimidate the Catholics of Mayo and Wexford 
into rebellion and maſſacre? Were there Orangemen 
to! any intimidating amount in Wicklow, Carlow, 
Kildare and NE, But this gengleman, by 
way of: ge oe proof, with triamphent-exultay 

reſts: upon the counties of Lime: 
idk; Clare, and Galway, as patterns and examples 
of Catholic loyalty, Unfortntately his exultation 


has: been: ſhort lived indeed — his ink has» had ſcarce 


time to dny on the paper, ere his proofs and theit 
loyalty; have vaniſhed; and the ſtandard of rebellion 


has been ſeen to man over the face of thoſe peaceable 
courities. 


10 contradiction to his aſſertion, mut the Orange 
inſtitu jon has grown out of factious and difappoint- 
ed ariffocracy—l do ſay, that there never yet has 


deen any political inſtitution, ſo completely indepen- 
dent, ſo purely difintereſted, ſo fingle in its object, 
and 15 free from factious or ariſtocratic influence, as 
the Orange aſſociation; 1 am an Orangeman, I know 
that it muſt be ſo—=no man can become an Orange- 

man, from impure motives, without perjury. As 


to this gentleman's flitement of Catholics lawfully 


proſecuting * lawful claims, of Catholic firmneſs, 
fteady attachment to the Conſtitution, and loyalty, 


1 will only obſerve, that ſuch a fiction would better 


veto a poet than an hiſtorian. 


1 cannot help adding, that it is remarkable nn 


dom apoſtacy from Popery extinguiſhes hocadjcary: 


affection to Fe cauſo, 
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1 do allo deny, that the oaths taken by United 


Iriſnmen and Orangemen, are equally: unlawful, un- 


der the conſtruction of the ſtatutes—as the matters 
to which Orangemen are bound, form no part of 
the gravamen, againſt chich thoſe laws provided, 
nor could have been in the contemplation of the Le- 
giſlature, whoſe only object was to guard againſt and 
ſuppreſs ſeditious conſpiracies, then exiſting. The 
comprehenſive penning of the ſtatute of 37th of G. 
3d. was oceafioned by the dexterity ſhewn by the 
conſpirators in eluding the former ſtatute - which 
clearly appears by collating the two acts. Wherefore 
I conceive that a Judge of the land, before whom any 
man ſhould be tried for taking the Orangeman's oath, 
would leave it to the Jury to determine, not only as 
to the fact of his having taken ſuch oath, but alſo 
as to the tendency thereof, and the quo animo, of the 
ſwearing all which ingredients are neceſſary to con- 
ſtitute crime. I believe no Jury could be found, 
hardy enough to bring in a verdict of conviction 
againſt any man, on the ground of the Orangeman's 
oath, which goes ſolely to the ſupport of the King and 
our glorious Conſtitution, and that in the moſt direct 
terms —and thus, Sir, if J am right, your appeal to the 
twelve Judges, proves to be a folemn and pompous 
nullity if conviction took place, the Judge muſt 
pronounce the ſentence of the law; but I conceive, 
that ſuch a conviction could not happen, except, in- 
deed, from a packed Jury of United Iriſhmen, and 
even they might be deterred by the dread of an at- 


taint. 


You ought, Sir, to have been more cautious, and 
have choſen ſure grounds, befqre you ventured to 
refer ſo ſerious an accuſation againſt Legiſlators, 
whom you have preſumed to repreſent, as publicly 
| adminiſtering 


* 


Y five ſtile, _ 
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were publicly co-operating in banging and whipping 
wretches—and this crude opinion you- publiſh and 
proclaim to the people of this agitated; country, and 
tell them, that it cauſes a diſſolution of all govern- 
ment. I do ſuppoſe that party and Catholic zeal 


againſt the Orangemen, blinded you to all the con- 


ſequences of ſuch a publication, which even truth 


could not excuſe or juſtify, under the preſent circum- 


ſtances, The Preſs, in its zenith of licentious au- 


dacity, never vomited forth a more dangerous or 


deadly political poiſon. 


"Were 1 8d allied in n ant; i: 


animadvert on other parts of this pamphlet, which, 


notwithſtanding its partialities and miſrepreſentations, 


on the points I have noticed, its affectation of inti- 
mate acquaintance with Cabinets, and its familiar ex- 


pofition of public and leading characters, certainly 


Union, conveyed in a pleafing, familiar, and impreſ- 


* 


0 Dublin, January 22, 1799 


adminiſtering oaths, in direct violation of a ſtatute made | 
by themſelves; and for the breach of which, they 


— 
N. 


ſhews conſiderable ingenuity, wit, and ſatire, and 
contains many forcible arguments in favour of an 
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